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March madness with miniTHON 
Riley Burnett
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     South Park’s MiniTHON is in fi ll-swing! Student 
teams are made and ordering their team shirts, money is 
being raised, and fun events are planned for the future! 
     On Friday, March 10th, starting at 6 pm., South 
Park’s MiniTHON is holding a March Madness 
event at the high school. This event will pit student 
teams against teacher teams in multiple games of 
basketball. The March Madness event is a fundraiser 
held in connection with the Four Diamonds Fund 
and Penn State’s THON. All of the proceeds benefi t 
pediatric cancer research. According to Ariella Moe-
lber, a junior and MiniThon board member, “The 
admission is $5.00 for each person. The fi rst game 
starts around 6 pm. and the last game will start at 
8:30 pm.” Some of the participating student teams 
will include the girls’ basketball team, the boys’ bas-
ketball team, the boys’ soccer team, and the boys’ 
baseball team. There will also be two MiniTHON 
teams and teachers from all three district schools. 

Ariella indicated some highlights of the night will 
be a chance to win a gift card by making a half-
court shot, a snack-fi lled concession stand, and 
a 50/50 raffl  e. When asked what the goal of this 
year’s March Madness event is, Ariella stated, “The 
ultimate goal is to raise more money for childhood 
cancer and to get people excited about coming to-
gether to reach a goal of $40,000. Also to show 
everyone how fun it can be to make a diff erence.” 
     MiniTHON hopes to raise $2,000 once admis-
sions, concessions, and the 50/50 raffl  e are totaled. 
Please plan to come out and support South Park’s 
MiniTHON in support of a good cause. Addition-
ally, if you are interested in organizing your own 
MiniTHON team, talk to Mrs. Hecht in room 214. 

South Park hires a new English teacher
Mackenzie Boehme

     Ms. Radcliff e was recently hired at South Park 
High School as a new English teacher. She start-
ed teaching at South Park on February 1, 2023. 
Ms. Radcliff e grew up in Bethel Park, and at-
tended Duquesne University for education.
 Ms. Radcliff e says that she decided she 
wanted to be a teacher in the second grade, al-
though she went back and forth on it. She says that 
she was “infl uenced by teachers and my dad was 
a teacher.”  This is her fi rst full-time job, and she 
is extremely  excited about it. Ms. Radcliff e says 
she is most excited about “establishing a good re-
lationship with the students and the community.” 
Previously coming to teach at South Park she says 
the only thing she really knew was that this is 
her “rival school because I went to Bethel Park.” 
When talking about her childhood, she says that

her favorite childhood book is The Very Wor-
ried Walrus, and it caused her to have enjoy-
ment because of how funny the story was. 
 South Park has been very welcoming 
upon Ms. Radcliff e’s arrival and grateful she was 
able to fi ll Ms. Highberger’s previous position.

Mrs. Radcliffe in her new room.
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Women’s History Month

Amelia Earhart

Adrianna Carozza

 March is Women’s History Month, so 
we take this time to appreciate the women who 
have infl uenced and advanced society forward. 
Many women in history, and modern day, have 
changed society to make the United States a 
more equal place. Highlighting the brave wom-
en of the past is important and gives other cur-
rent day females inspiration. Women’s History 
Month means something diff erent to many wom-
en, with many diff erent women fi lling those roles. 
 Mrs. Surovchak says the meaning to her is 
“recognizing the women who have broken down 
barriers where women were not viewed as equals 
to men”. She adds, “For me, Amelia Earhart is an 
infl uential woman in history because she was one of 
the fi rst female pilots to be recognized for her eff orts 
in a predominantly male profession. My daughter 
is named after her!” Amelia Earhart was the fi rst 
woman to travel across the Atlantic Ocean by plane 
in 1932, and the 16th woman to get her pilot’s li-
cense. She broke the stigma that women cannot 
be pilots or do a “man’s job”. She was an inspira-
tion to many females at the time and still is today. 
 

 Madison Exacustides, junior, says, “The 
meaning of Women’s History Month to me is ap-
preciating all that women have fought for and how 
far we have come with not only our rights but re-
spect in general.” She continues, “Alice Roosevelt 
is an inspiration to me because she was unapolo-
getically her and proved that women don’t have to 
conform to societal standards to be successful.”

 Alice Roosevelt was Theodore Roosevelt’s oldest 
child, and she lived from 1884-1980. She lived an 
“unconventional and controversial life”. She was 
known as very eccentric and wild. She is an inspira-
tion to many because she broke the societal norm 
that women were compliant and submissive to men.  
 Mrs. Peterson notes that it’s hard to pin-
point one particular woman from history that has 
had an impact. She says, “There are so many in-
spiring women in history, and I also feel person-
ally impacted by so many infl uential women in 
my own life. Women’s History Month is a time to 
celebrate the well-known women, but also the si-
lent heroines throughout history.” She continues 
that she could not be living her life, doing what she 
loves, without those women pioneers before her. 
“The women who fought for the right to vote, the 
women who fought for the right to education, the 
women who fought (and continue to fi ght) for equal 
pay, and the women who simply paved the way for 
the rest of us to be independent individuals,” she 
states. “I can vote, I am educated, and I work out-
side of the home for the same pay as my colleagues, 
all because of those who fought for these rights.” 
 Even women in sports are an inspiration, 
by breaking down barriers and showing how strong 
they can be. “Sydney Mclaughlin has made an im-
pact on me and most likely many female athletes, 
because she has broken many records when com-
peting in track and fi eld in the Olympics and hold-
ing her own world record which shows women it is 
very possible to be capable of such things and shows 
the strength and power women are capable of hav-
ing, “  states Brooke Bichler. Sydney Mclaughlin 
is an American hurdler and sprinter who broke the 
400 meter hurdle record. She is inspiring to many 
girls because she is strong, hardworking, and has a 
drive to win. Her motto is “the only limit is myself”. 

Sydney Mclaughlin
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Women’s History Month (con’t) 
Adrianna Carozza

 Riley Burnett, sophomore, includes Oprah 
on the list of women role models for several reasons. 
“Oprah is an infl uential woman because she broke 
down the barrier in a profession predominantly em-
ployed by men. She showed that women can also 
be hosts and producers and was also the fi rst black 
woman in America to be a billionaire. She grew up in 
poverty, and was raised by a single mother, and still 
defeated the odds.” Oprah Winfrey is an American 
media proprietor, talk show host, producer, actress, 
and philanthropist. In 2003, she became the fi rst 
black female billionaire in the United States. She was 
born in poverty, dependent on government welfare, 
and living in a poor urban neighborhood. Her honest 
and engaging personality quickly rose her to fame
 It’s important that men also take the time 
to notice and appreciate the advancements of 
women. Caden Toy, junior, is infl uenced by Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg. “She is an inspiration because 
she shows women that they can have authority in 
the justice system.” Ruth Bader Ginsburg was an 
American lawyer and jurist who served as an asso-
ciate Justice of the Supreme Court from 1993 until 
her death in 2020. She was the second woman to 
serve on the Supreme Court. Ginsburg famously 
said, “Fight for the things that you care about, but 
do it in a way that will lead others to join you.”
 Mrs. Aloi also points out that the inspiration 
doesn’t have to end once a goal is achieved. “I want 
to mention the importance of the League of Women 
Voters. The organization is over 100 years old, and 
was founded before women had the right to vote. To-
day, they are a nonpartisan group working to enhance 
voting rights for everyone, all across the country.”
     Women’s History Month is a special time to 
commemorate the women who have shaped society.  
There are many other women in today and past times 
who have made a diff erence in what the world is today. 
 

Teamwork makes the dream work 
Brooke Bichler

 Within the past few weeks, South Park High 
School welcomed a familiar face into the role of 
head principal, Mr. Justin Dellarose. As his new po-
sition took off , the students and staff  made sure to not 
let the achievement go unnoticed. On Friday, Febru-
ary 3rd, the school showed their support. Teachers 
worked that week to spread to students the message 
that on that Friday everyone was encouraged to 
dress in jerseys of choice to celebrate Mr. Della-
rose. The reason behind the idea was due to the fact 
that Mr. Dellarose referred to his staff  as his team, 
and he as the coach. He himself stated, “The coach 
is only as good as his team.”  The school showed 
up as nothing short of supportive come Friday.
 After seeing his “team” and students decked 
out in jerseys, Mr. Dellarose explained, “It was a 
great feeling to start a new job with not only staff  
but students supporting me.” He was asked what 
changes he was most excited to bring and/or imple-
ment to the school, to which he replied, “From a 
staff  standpoint, I want to make sure the culture of 
the school is positive, that students have a choice 
and a voice, and that any decision or any changes 
are based on what’s best for students.” He also ex-
pressed his excitement for the diff erent clubs and
Continued on page 4  
 

The SPHS staff shows their excitement for Mr. Dellarose
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Teamwork makes the dream work 
(con’t)

activities they do at the high school. “There’s so many 
it’s hard to decide on which one. I think the Interact Club 
with the many they do and the lessons that students learn 
from serving is great. I also think Mrs. Hecht’s min-thon 
is another great opportunity that kids have to give.” Mr. 
Dellarose later expressed he is most excited to build 
relationships.
 As a whole, the student body and the staff  
members are very excited to have the ability to celebrate 
having such a motivated principal leading them and 
their school. It is very apparent he is in it to make the 
school as excellent as it can be, and the excitement he’s 
being shown from his “team” will only make for a better 
experience. 

Students and teachers were stopped in the hallway to 
capture their support                    

     On February 5, 2023 the 65th Annual Grammy Awards 
were held in Los Angeles at the Crypto.com Arena. The 
night was full of big fashion, big wins, and big upsets.
     While some people might fi nd it controversial, Harry 
Styles won Album of the Year with Harry’s House 
over Beyoncé with Renaissance. Some people went as 
far as to scream “Beyoncé should have won!” during 
Harry’s acceptance speech. Style’s took it all in stride, 
acknowledging that other artists are just as worthy. 
     While Beyoncé did lose Album of the Year, she won 
Dance/Electronic Album and she ended up winning her 
32nd Grammy and broke the record for most Grammy 
Awards. This cements her place in history, clearly 
making those that shouted “Beyoncé should have won” 
very happy. 
     Viola Davis recently won her fi rst Grammy. This win 
solidifi ed her place in history as the 17th person to win an 
EGOT title. What’s an EGOT? Along with her Grammy, 
Davis also previously won an Emmy, an Oscar, and a 
Tony. Individuals who win all four major awards prove 
their versatility and place in the entertainment world - 
thus the coveted EGOT title. 
     Lizzo won Record of the Year for “About D*mn 
Time”. Record of the Year is one of the biggest awards 
of the night. It is not only awarded to the performer but 
also the production team of the song. 
     Big wins captured the focus of the night, but for some, 
there was an even greater impact than just the music. 
Kim Petras won her fi rst Grammy for Best Pop Duo/
Group Performance along with Sam Smith for their duet 
“Unholy”. Petras is the fi rst openly transgender woman 
to win a Grammy. Smith was so excited for this win, he 
let Petras take center stage during the acceptance speech 
to highlight the moment.

2023 Grammy’s recap
Megan Beam 

Brooke Bichler

Mrs. Sciullo and Mrs. Miller pose in their matching 
jerseys

Harry Styles and 
Lizzo hugging at 
the 2023 Gram-
mys, taken by Kevin 
Mazur and posted to 
ENews
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Getting a head start on the court 

     A large room, lots of people, papers rustling, back and 
forth discussion, knowing looks. This is the scene Mock 
Trial students are most familiar with - a courtroom. At 
fi rst, standing here in this courtroom, it may not feel as 
competitive as a football fi eld or swim deck, but you’d 
be wrong. Many hours of preparation and hard work 
have gone into this club. Mock trial is a competitive 
club which has many advantages. Students can express 
their interest in becoming lawyers and people of law and 
society in general.  
     Students of the club, run by Mr. Correll, were given 
a mock case by the Young Lawyers Division early in the 
year. As the year progresses, so does their hard work. 
In this fake case, both sides are created with the idea in 
mind of winning. Towards the end of the year, the club 
goes 

Savannah Booth

down to the Alleghany County Courthouse in Pittsburgh. 
There, the students of the club have to separate facts 
from fi ction and stake their claim in front of a real judge, 
as if this was a real court case. Along with this, the jury 
is made up of fi ve real lawyers as well that give feedback 
to the students after the trial. In the courtroom itself, 
witnesses and lawyers alike have to be quick on their 
feet in order to keep the process moving. As Addie Cope, 
a senior, has said “It’s a great exposure 
to law-it’s scary but very rewarding! Not to mention I 
love Mr. Correll!”.  Cope contines by giving insight on 
why they choose to join. They stated, “It’s an opportunity 
that I never thought I’d have and I did it because it 
defi nitely pushed me out of my comfort zone which is 
what I needed”.
Continued on page 6

A new way of focus 

Callie Heynes

     For many students, having no headphones in school 
was a big problem for them. For many, they agree that 
their want for wearing headphones comes from needing 
focus and motivation. Researchers see that music doesn’t 
just motivate students. It can also help reduce stress and 
can promote a more positive mindset states healthline.
com. Students in South Park want the freedom to listen 
to what they want to get the education they need for their 
futures. 
     Teachers recognize that as music can be benefi cial, 
it can also be very distracting. It can lead to misleading 
information, lack of concentration, and not pertaining 
information to the full extent. Just like teachers, students 
realize these concerns as well. Natalie Tuning, sophomore, 
was asked when she believes the best and worst times 
were to listen to music and she stated, “The worst is when 
the teacher is teaching or talking to the class and the best 
is when we are left to do independent work.” Natalie, 
along with other students, realizes having headphones in 
can be disrespectful or can mislead teachers into thinking 
that students aren’t paying attention to what they are 
being taught. Besides in classrooms, students want to 
listen to music in their study halls or anytime that is extra 
after class.

      In some classrooms, teachers have listened to feedback 
and have included music in their own classes. Señora 
Sciullo stated, “I think students respond positively to 
having music playing in the background while working 
and/or taking tests. It helps them concentrate and focus 
while creating a calming atmosphere. I’m not sure when 
I started doing this in my classes but I do remember 
getting positive feedback. Now, my students ask for the 
jazz music to be played anytime they are working!” In 
Señora’s class, students express each day how they “look 
forward to her class since it’s a calming place.” Students 
appreciate classes that are so relaxing since other classes 
may not be. 
     In Pennsylvania alone, 127,000 teens struggle with 
mental health just in 2023 according to mhanational.
org. Researchers have noticed that when teens deal 
with mental health, listening to music can signifi cantly 
lower levels of anxiety. Some say “it’s an escape from 
reality.” As a school district, students expect their bests 

Eric Doerue, sopho-
more, listening to 
music in the hallway
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Getting a head start on the court 
(con’t)

The South Park High School January Students of the 
Month were announced and recognized in diff erent 
categories around the school. 

Kaiden Fischer, junior, was recognized for his school 
spirit. Fischer believes he was chosen because he “shows 
such great school spirit”. His role model is Colin Kinevy. 
Fischer’s dream job is to be a strength and conditioning 
coach because he “likes to train people”. 

Student of the month
Liberty Vietmeier

Callie Heynes

Back row- “Best Advocate” Chloe Foster  (senior), Tyler 
Wendt (sophomore), Madison Scherer (senior), Alex-
andra Sherbak (senior), “Best Advocate” Addie Cope  
(senior), “Best Witness” Lucas Wendt  (freshman) 
Front- Bailey Vietmeier (freshman), “Best Witness” 
Gavin Schwab  (sophomore), Autumn Kohnen (sopho-
more), Patrick Flannery (sophomore), Mandy Smith 
(senior)

     Both the week of February 8th and the week of the 
15th, these exact events took place. On the 8th, half of 
the club was given the defense side while this week the 
other half was given the victims side. Each half had 
done exceptionally well during their competition. The 
defensive side won. While the other half is in trial and will 
fi nd out the results of the case on the 17th of February. 
At the end of the trial, opposing teams give each other 
awards such as “Best Witness” and “Best Advocate”. 
For the fi rst team, the defense, Addie Cope, senior, won 
“Best Advocate” while Lucas Wendt, a freshman, won 
“Best Witness”. For the second team, the victims’ side, 
Gavin Schawb, sophomore, won “Best Witness” and 
Chloe Foster, senior, won “Best Advocate”. 
     Not only does Mock Trial help those who want to be a 
lawyer or are interested in law- it develops speaking and 
analysis skills which are useful at any time in life. For 
anybody with questions, you can ask Mr. Correll in room 
104, found in the history hallway. 

School Spirit

Elliot Oliphant, senior, was recognized for athletics. 
She believes she was chosen because she “is always 
participating in sports” both in and out of the season. 
She plays volleyball, bocce, and competes in track and 
fi eld. Oliphant doesn’t have any specifi c role models 
when it comes to athletics. She is split between two 
careers for her future. She would like to be a forensic 
psychologist for the FBI or be a part of law enforcement 
because she wants to protect and serve the community. 

Athletics

Important dates

March 17th- St. Patrick’s Day 

March 27th- No school - end of the 3rd nine weeks 

March 30th-April 2nd- Spring musical 
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Liberty Vietmeier
Student of the month (con’t)

Polite

Ryan Spitznagel, freshman, was recognized for being polite. He believes he was chosen 
because he is “always kind and polite to everyone I meet.” Spitznagle’s role model is his 
sister Haley because she is “always super polite to everyone she meets.” His dream job 
would be to be a “MLB player because I like everything about baseball.” 

Academics

Emily Smith, junior, was recognized for academics. She believes she was chosen because 
she “has maintained good grades throughout high school” and applies herself in all of her 
classes. She doesn’t have any specifi c role model but her “parents have always encouraged 
me to succeed academically.” Smith’s dream job is to become a teacher because she 
“enjoys working with kids.” 

Creativity

Mandy Smith, senior, was chosen for creativity. Smith believes she may have been chosen 
because of her pottery sculptures or how her “problem solving can sometimes be out of 
the box.” Smith also loves to be creative in her writing because she enjoys “forming a 
new world with only words.” Her role model is her sister, Cora Smith, because “she is 
by far the most creative in our family when it comes to writing” and is always impressed 
with her skills, writing style, and the stories she tells. Smith’s dream job is to be a foreign 
offi  cer. She “would love to work outside of the United States and be a part of something 
important” with running the government. 

Leadership

Aviana Molter, senior, was recognized for leadership. She believes she was chosen for this 
category because she works hard both inside and outside of the classroom and “helps my 
peers out if they ever need it.” Molter also competes in track and fi eld and tries to “give 
off  positive energy and encouragement to other athletes” so they can strive for their goals 
and accomplishments. Her main role model is her dance coaches. Molter’s dream job is to 
work in a supply chain management company because she “loves working with numbers”. 


